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SEIS Project Alternatives and Process Update

At the direction of the Policy Oversight
Group (POG), established for this project by
the Confederated Salish and  Kootenai
Tribes (CSKT), Montana Department of
Transportaton (MDT), and the Federal
Highway Administraon (FHWA), and
consistent with the findings articulated in the
Memorandum of Agrement (MOA), new
roadway coriidor options to the east and the
west of the existing US 93 alignment were
considered. A multiphased effort was
undertaken to develop and screen a wide
range of alternatives in the Ninepipe

segment of US 93.

The first phase of the screenlng
process occurred between 6/13/01

and 7/25/01, with input from the
Advisory Committees _ r*
established for this project. ;p;;:f
Using base maps depicting the

locations of important environmental
features, numerous preliminary corridor
alignment options were identified to the east
and west of the existing US 93 highway.
These preliminary corridor alignment options
were presented for public comment during
two open house events held July 18", 2001
in the City of Ronan and a public meeting in
Charlo November 1%, 2001, at which a
public opinion survey was taken.

Over 72% of the attendees voiced their
opinion that improving the existing US 93
highway would provide the greatest benefit
to the Valley. Numerous attendees stated
their objections to the potential cdosure of
the existing US 93 highway if a new east or
west corridor alignment were developed.

The preliminary corridor alignment options
were further analyzed during several
workshops conducted with CSKT staff from
October of 2001 to February of 2002 to
develop more refined corridor locations and
potential lane configurations for the east,
west, and existing corridors. The CSKT
workshops resulted in eleven options that
were carried into a preliminary analysis to
determine generally the benefical and/or
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Another important element considered

during the evaluation of corridor alternatives p@SUCUEIREEE T
was the assumption that the existing US 93 purssemmemmeane
highway must remain open as a state contract for U.S. 93 3
highway. This assumption was based on a Corridor

legal opinion provided by MDT's legal
section which states that the state can not FEEEHNTRCRTSEETNTENS 4
abandon a highway or right-of-way that

provides access to pilivate landowners if

~=.. two or more objections by those
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landowners are made to the state.

The following environmental
factors were also considered for
both the east and west

allgnments during the coridor

screenmg process:
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- Construction/Operation/Maintenance 1he Spirit of Place
Costs

After considering all of the evaluation

factors, the three governments Technical
Design Committee (TDC) is in the process
of recommending that a new highway in
either an east or west corridor does not
appear to be practicable and should be
considered for eliminaton from further
examination in this SEIS. This
recommendation is based on the high public
costs resulting from the legal requirement to
maintain the existing roadway for travel, the
strong sentiments voiced by the public
against a new highway corridor, and the
substantial adverse impacts to the natural
and built environments that would result
from a new highway on the alternative
segments.
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Project Contacts |Map of Initial US 93 Alternatives

. The consultant team and technical
IM?)rr?tr;:;aﬂer representatives of the three
Dept of Transportation governments are developing
PO Box 7039 additional alternatives for this

Missoula, MT 59807-7039 <~ Existing | project with a focus on improving
Phone: (406) 523-5800 US93 | {he existing highw ay.

Joel Marshik )
Montana Alternatives
Dept of Transportation Under

2701 Prospect Ave Consideration for
Helena, MT 59820 Elimination

Phone: (406) 444-7632
Dale Paulson

Federa Highway
Administration

Ronan Design Visualization

2880 Skyway Drive
Helena, MT 59602
Phone: (406) 449-5303
Lewis Yellowrobe
Confederated Salish and
Kootenai Tribes

PO Box 278

Pablo, MT 59855
Phone: (406) 675-2700

Skillings-Connolly, Inc.
Public Involvement Office

1317 US 93 South, Ste. A
Ronan, MT 59864 Ronan Design Visualization
Phone: (406) 676-2500 e 4-Lane Option 1

Missoula Office

2685 Palmer Street Suite C
Missoula, MT 59808

Phone: (406)541-7877
Phone: (866) 498-3687

Gerald Smith
Skillings-Connolly, Inc.
Project Manager
Phone: (866) 498-3687

Ron Moeckel
Skillings-Connolly, Inc.
Project Engineer
rmoeckel@skillings.com
Phone: (800) 454-7545

South Option 1 4-Lane Option 2

Thad Dickson
Skillings-Connolly, Inc.
Public Involvement
tdickson @skillings.com
Phone: (800) 454-7545

TTY: (800) 335-7592
MDT: (888) 231-5819

South Option 2 North Option 1& 2

Page 2 MH|$ SARGENT rrintedon f:} Recycled Paper ﬁ .




US 93 EVARO TO POLSON CORRIDOR NEWS

Design firms under contract for US 93 Corridor

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Montana Department of Transportation
(MDT) and Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes (CSKT) announced late April that all
of the design fimms for the U.S. Highway 93 project between Evaro and Polson have been
selected.

"The signing of the design firms for the Highway 93 projectis an exciting step for the state
of Montana,” said Governor Judy Martz. “In addition to building a safer, more respectful
highway for all users, we are providing a great stimulus for our economy. | couldn't be
more pleased.”

Now the process moves forward to design and construction, based upon approval of
funding. Right-of-way acquisition has been underway for some time.

"The signing of all eight design firms marks the beginning of construction on a project
which has been underway for over a decade," stated Skillings-Connolly Project Manager
Gerald E. Smith, PE. "We've got the best team in the business working on this project —
Entranco (Helena), Allied Engineering Senices (Bozeman), WGM Group (Missoula),
Robert Peccia & Associates (Helena), Thomas Dean & Hoskins (Great Falls), Stahly
Engineering & Associates (Helena), Carter-Burgess (Salt Lake City), and Stelling
Engineers (Great Falls)."

The US-93 corridor between Evaro and Polson has been divided up into eight projects,
with each design firm working on a unique portion of the corridor. "There will be evidence
of people working out in the corridor over the coming months such as survey crews,
geotech work (soil borings), and underground utility location,” stated Smith. "We really
want to alert drivers to be extra careful as work crews will be exiting and entering the
roadway, on foot conducting surveys, and moving about the corridor."”

"The Tribes are pleased to see the Highway 93 project steadily progressing. The signing
of the eight design contractsis a big step toward the many steps needed to complete this
special and unique highway project,” stated Fred Matt, chairman, Confederated Salish
and Kootenai Tribes.

“The Memorandum of Agreement between MDT, FHWA and CSKT was a hig step
forward, but it was just the beginning. The signing of eight design firms marks the start of
the work that will make the shared vision in the MOA a reality,” said Janice Weingart
Brown, Montana Division Administrator for the Federal Highway Administration.

Ronan Alternatives

A Ronan bypass is no longer being examined as an alternative. The Ronan City Council
is on record as to their opposition to the highway by-passing Ronan, thereby eliminating
that option. Corridor alternatives remaining under consideration in Ronan incdude:

e two optionsfora 4 lane alternative on the existing alignment
e a couplet alternative with two options utilizing the existing highway as a one-way 2
lane northbound roadway and west first street asa 2 lane southbound roadway.

The options vary in width, alignment, median treatment, bicycde accommodations,
provisions for parking, and buffer / landscaping areas.

Design visualization for the alternatives currently under consideration in Ronan will be on
display at the upcoming open houses.

SEIS Project
Schedule

»

MAY 2002
PUBLIC MEETINGS
MAY 14 & 15

JUL 2002 - MAR 2003
DEVELOP DRAFT
SEIS

MARCH 2003
PUBLISH SEIS

APRIL 2003
SEIS PUBLIC
HEA RING

JUL 2003 - NOV 2003
PREPARE FINAL SEIS

DEC 2003
COMPLETE SEIS
PROJECT
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Public Open Houses on May 14 & 15, 6:00 - 9:00 PM!!!

The US 93 SEIS Project team is excited to announce two
upcoming open houses on May 14 and May 15 from
6:00 - 9:00 PM on both nights. The May 14 Open House
will feature the broader issues related to the entre
Ninepipe area and current project alternatives and road
alignments presently under consideration in the corridor.

The May 15 Open House will focus primarily on issues
specific to the Ronan area, and will provide details on
current road alignments in Ronan.

Both events will be held in Ronan at the Sacred Heart
Parish Hall located on 321 Round Butte Rd. All are
welcome and encouraged to attend one or both events.
Visit our project website formore information at:

http://www.skillings.com/US93SEIS/

The Sacred Heart Parish Hall in Ronan is
ADA compliant.

To arrange accommodations for
persons with disabilities, please call:

Montana Department of Transportation
(888) 231-5819
TTY (800) 355-7592

Skillings-Connolly
(866) 498-3687



