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Issue 3 May 2002 US 93 SEIS 

At the rect on the Po cy Overs ght 
Group POG , estab shed for th s pro ect by 
the Confederated Sa sh and  Kootena
Tr CSKT  Montana Department 
Transportat on MDT  and the Federa

ghway Adm nistrat FHWA
cons stent w th the f nd ngs art cu ated n the 
Memorandum of Agreement MOA
roadway corr dor opt ons to the east and the 
west of the ex st ng US 93 al gnment were 
cons dered.  mu phased ef ort was 
undertaken to deve op and screen a w de 

adverse ects on traff  a re ocated 
highway corr dor e ther east or west of the 
ex st ng US 93 highway. 
Another mportant ement cons dered 

ng the eva uat on of corr dor alternat ves 
was the assumpt on that the ex st ng US 93 
highway must rema  open  a state 
highway. Th s assumpt on was based on a 
ega  op prov ded by MDT’s ega

sect on wh ch states that the state can not 
abandon ghway ght-of-way that 
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The first phase of the screen follo  wing  e nvi ronme nta lprocess occurred between 6/13/01 factors were also considered for and 7/25/01, with input from the both the ea st and we st A  d  v i so  r  y  C  o  m m i  t  t  e  e  s  
established for this project.	 alignments during the corridor 
Using base maps depicting the screening process: 

i llocations of important env ronmenta
features, numerous preliminary corridor 
alignment options were identified to the east 
and west of the existing US 93 highway. 
These preliminary corridor alignment options 
were presented for public comment during
two open house events held July 18th, 2001 
in the City of Ronan and a public meeting in 
Charlo November 1st, 2001, at which a 
public opinion survey was taken. 
Over 72% of the attendees voiced their 
opinion that improving the existing US 93 
highway would provide the greatest benefit 
to the Valley.  Numerous attendees stated 
their objections to the potential closure of 
the existing US 93 highway if a new east or 
west corridor alignment were developed. 
The preliminary corridor alignment options 
were further analyzed during several 
workshops conducted with CSKT staff from 
October of 2001 to February of 2002 to 
develop more refined corridor locations and 
potential lane configurations for the east, 
west, and existing corridors. The CSKT 
workshops resulted in eleven options that 
were carried into a preliminary analysis to 
determine generally the beneficial and/or 

•	 Community Character 
•	 Socioeconomics 
•	 Cultural and Historic Resources 
•	 Ecological and Physical Environment 
•	 Wildlife 
•	 Con st ruction /Ope ration /Maintenance The Spirit of Place 

Costs 
After considering all of the evaluation 
factors, the three governments Technical 
Design Committee (TDC) is in the process 
of recommending that a new highway in 
either an east or west corridor does not 
appear to be practicable and should be 
considered for elimination from further 
e xa mina tion  i n  thi s  SE  IS .  Thi s  
recommendation is based on the high public 
costs resulting from the legal requirement to 
maintain the existing roadway for travel, the 
strong sentiments voiced by the public 
against a new highway corridor, and the 
substantial adverse impacts to the natural 
and built environments that would result 
from a new highway on the alternative 
segments. 
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Ronan De sign Visualization 

Loran Frazier 
Montana 
Dept of Transportation 
PO Box 7039 

ssoula, MT 59807-7039 
  (406) 523-5800 

Joel Marshik 
Montana 
Dept of Transportation 
2701 Prospect Ave 
Helena, MT 59820 
Phone: (406) 444-7632 

Dale Paulson 
Federal Highway 
Administration 
2880 Sky way Drve 
Helena, MT 59602 

  (406) 449-5303 

Lewis Yellowrobe 
Confederated Salish and 
Kootenai Tribes 
PO Box 278 
Pablo, MT 59855 

  (406) 675-2700 

Skillings-Connolly, Inc. 
Public Involvement Office 
1317 US 93 South, Ste. A 
Ronan, MT 59864 

  (406) 676-2500 

Missoula Office 
2685 Pa mer Street Su te C 

ssoula, MT 59808 
  (406) 541-7877 
  (866) 498-3687 

Gerald Smith 
Skillings-Connolly, Inc. 
Project Manager 
Phone: 

Ron Moeckel 
Skillings-Connolly, Inc. 
Pro ect Engineer 
rmoeckel@skillings.com 
Phone: 

Thad Dickson 
Skillings-Connolly, Inc. 
Public Involvement 
tdickson@sk lings.com 
Phone: 

TTY:
MDT: (888) 231-5819 

Pro e ct Contacts 
The consultant team and technical 
representat ives o f  the three 
governm en ts  are  de veloping 
add tiona  alte rnat  for this 
project w ith a focus on im proving 
the existing highw ay. 

Map of Initial US 93 Alternatives 

South Option 1 

Ronan Design Visualization 

ternatives 
Under 

Consideration for 
mination  

Existing 
US 93 

South Option 2 

4-Lane Option 1 

4-Lane Option 2 

North Opt on 1 & 2 
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The Federa ghway Adm strat FHWA  Montana Department of Transportat on 
MDT  and Confederated Sa sh and Kootena Tr CSKT  announced ate Apr  that a

of the des rms for the U.S. H ghway 93 pro ect between Evaro and Po son have been 
ected. 

”The s ng of the des rms or the H ghway 93 pro ect s an exc ng step for the state 
of Montana,” sa d Governor Judy Martz. n add on to bu ng a safer, more respectfu
highway or a  users, we are prov ng a great st mu us for our economy.  I cou dn’t be 
more pleased.” 
Now the process moves forward to des gn and construct on, based upon approva
fund ght-of-way acqu on has been underway for some t me. 
"The s gn ng o  eight desgn f rms marks the beginning of construct on on a project 

ch has been underway for over a decade," stated Skillings-Conno y Pro ect Manager 
Gera d E. Sm th, PE. "We've got the best team n the busness work ng on th s pro ect – 
Entranco He ena), ed Eng neer ng Serv ces Bozeman  WGM Group (M ssoula), 
Robert Pecc a & Assoc ates Helena), Thomas Dean & Hosk Great Fa , Stah
Eng neer ng & Assoc ates Helena), Carter-Burgess Salt Lake ty  and Ste ng 
Eng neers Great Fa
The US-93 corr dor between Evaro and Po son has been d ded up nto e ght pro ects, 
with each des gn f rm work ng on a un que portion o  the corr dor. "There will be ev dence 
of peop e work ng out n the corr dor over the com ng months such as survey crews, 
geotech work soi ngs , and underground ut ty ocat on," stated Sm th. "We rea
want to alert dr vers to be extra care  as work crews w  be ex ng and enter ng the 
roadway, on foot conduct ng surveys, and mov ng about the corr dor." 
"The Tr bes are p eased to see the H ghway 93 project stead y progress ng. The s gn ng 
of the e ght des gn contracts s a big step toward the many steps needed to comp ete th
spec and un que h ghway pro ect," stated Fred Matt, cha rman, Confederated Sa sh 
and Kootena Tr bes. 
“The Memorandum of Agreement between MDT, FHWA and CSKT was a b g step 
forward, but t was ust the beg nn ng. The s ng of e ght des rms marks the start of 
the work that will make the shared v on in the MOA a rea ity,” said Jan ce Weingart 
Brown, Montana D on Adm strator for the Federa ghway Adm nistrat on. 

SEIS Pro e ct 
Sche dule 

MAY 2002 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 
MAY 14 & 15 

JUL 2002 - MAR 2003 
DEV ELOP DRAFT 
SEIS 

MARCH 2003 
PUBLISH SEIS 

APRIL 2003 
SE S PUBL
HEA RING 

JUL 2003 - NOV 2003 
PREPA RE FINAL SEIS 

DEC 2003 
COMPLETE SEIS 
PROJECT 

US 93 EVARO TO POLSON CORRIDOR NEWS 

De sign firms under contract for US 93 Corridor 

A Ronan bypass s no onger be ng exam ned as an a ternat ve. The Ronan C ty Counc
s on record as to the r oppos on to the h ghway by-pass ng Ronan, thereby e ng 

that opt on. Corr dor a ternat ves rema ng under cons derat on n Ronan nc ude: 
two opt ons for a 4 ane a ternat ve on the ex st ng a gnment 
a coup et alternat ve w th two opt ons ut ng the ex st ng highway as a one-way 2 
ane northbound roadway and west f rst street as a 2 ane southbound roadway. 

The opt ons vary dth, gnment, median treatment, bicyc accommodat ons, 
prov ons for park ng, and buffer andscap ng areas. 
Des gn v sua zation or the a ternat ves current y under cons deration n Ronan will be on 
disp ay at the upcom ng open houses. 

Ronan Alte rnatives 
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Public Open Houses on May 14 & 15, 6:00 - 9:00 PM !!! 

The US 93 SEIS Project team is excited to announce two 
upcoming open houses on May 14 and May 15 from 
6:00 - 9:00 PM on both nights. The May 14 Open House 
will feature the broader issues related to the entire 
Ninepipe area and current project alternatives and road 
alignments presently under consideration in the corridor. 
The May 15 Open House will focus primarily on issues 
specific to the Ronan area, and will provide details on 
current road alignments in Ronan. 
Both events will be held in Ronan at the Sacred Heart 
Parish Hall located on 321 Round Butte Rd. All are 
welcome and encouraged to attend one or both events. 
Visit our project website for more information at: 
http://www.skil lings.com/US93SEIS/ 

The Sacred Heart Parish Hall in Ronan is 
ADA compliant. 

To arrange accommodations for 
persons with disabilities, please call: 

Montana Department of Transportation 
(888) 231-5819 

TTY (800) 355-7592 
Skillings-Connolly

(866) 498-3687 


